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T  O 

THE  PARLIAMENT 

O  F 

GREAT  BRITAIN, 

J  *  t*-\  y  ^  W  *"  *•  *  '  'v  , 

1  *  '  '  'u  ■  '  ‘ 

My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

I  N  C  E  it  is  become  the  Fafhion  of  the  Times 
to  addrefs  your  lordships  and  your  hon¬ 
ours,  upon  every  Matter  that  is  the  Object 
either  of  Ambition  or  of  Intereft  $  you  will  not 
perhaps  be  more  furpriz’d  at  the  Intrulion  of  li¬ 
centiates,  or  cantabs,  than  of  weavers,  or 

of  TAYLORS. 

It  feems  u  the  Conftitution  of  Phyfic  in  this 
(i  Kingdom  is  a  very  bad  one,  ”  j*  and  like  that  of 
the  State  is  to  be  reform’d  by  abolifhing  all  Dif- 
tin&ion  and  Subordination  :  and  that  the  Power 
of  examining  Phyficians,  lodg’d  with  the  Magi- 
ftrates  of  the  College,  is  a  Grievance  as  intolera¬ 
ble  to  fome,  as  the  civil  Power  is  to  others  — 
in  the  hands  of  aN russel  ora  ponton,, a  capel 
or  an  HARLEY.  It  feems,  that  now  ”  the 
“  Conftitution  of  the  times  and  Complexion  of 

the. 

t  fee  Dedication  to  Animad  verHons* 


L  H  ]  • 

C£  the  Age  oblige  us  to  dilregard  the  Precepts, 
“  reverie  the  Decrees,  and  repeal  the  Laws  of 
££  our  fore  fathers  ”  and  as  £C  great  Revolutions 
££  from  a  fortuitous  Concurrance  of  Circumllances 
Cl  have  often  been  the  ultimate  Effe6L  of  a  very  tri- 
<£  vial  firft  Caule  j  ”  *  What  Revolution  can  be 
beyond  our  Expectation  now  ?  when  Circum- 
Itances  concur  lo  fortuitoully,  —  when  the  Spi¬ 
rit  of  levelling  has  infpir’d  almoft  all  orders 
of  Men,  —  and  more  efpecially,  when  you  are 
call’d  upon  by  a  Perfonage,  whofe ££  Fortune 
<£  the  public  has  been  pleas’d  to  render  conlider- 
££  able,  J  and  of  fuch  Importance  that  “  the  Re- 
*£  volutions  of  Kingdoms  are  beneath  his  Notice!  ”|| 

A  Cantab,  my  lords  and  gentlemen,  of  no  confiderable 
fortune  might  tremble  to  approach  you  after  an  Addrefs  fo 
important,  did  not  the  “  Complexion  of  the  times  ”  make  him 
audacious :  and  as  that  Addrefs  was  written  “  for  your  Infor- 
“  mation,  without  any  Intention  to  warp  your  Judgement,  ”  —  § 
Motives  not  lefs  innocent  may,  it  is  hop’d,  plead  with  your 
lordships,  and  your  honours,  in  Excufe  for  the  following 
Remarks,  and  entitle  the  Remarker  even  to  the  Thanks  of 
that  Perfonage,  if  they  fhoud  have  the  good  fortune  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  "  Intention  not  to  warp  your  Judgement,  ”  by  point* 
jng  out  fome  fmall  Deviations  in  his  Information, 


*  Animad.  p.  i,  J:  lb.  pf  29,  |j  Ib«  p,  2,  §  Dedicat. 


A  N  I  M  A  D  V  E  R  S  I  O  N  S,  a?c. 


SHALL  not  detain  the  Reader  with  any  Conjectures 
relative  to  the  remote  Caufe,  whether  trivial  or  im¬ 
portant,  from  which,  aided  by  (C  the  Complexion  of  the 
“  times  \  fome  mighty  Revolution  may  be  expedted  by  the 
Author  of  the  Animadverfons  :  it  is  not  the  Revolution  of 
a  State  by  which  he  is  protected,  and  to  his  great  Mortifi¬ 
cation,  govern  d.  The  proximate  caufe  however  of  the 
Pamphlet,  feems  to  be  Vanity,  fupported  by  the  confde- 
rable  fortune  which  the  College  have  permitted  a  foreign 
graduate  to  make,  and  for  which,  as  is  not  unufual  with 
foreign  Politenefs,  he  very  gratefully  abufes  the  College, 
the  Univerfities,  and  the  Laws  of  the  Country  to  which  he 


B 


owes 


C  2  T\ 

owes  it.  Hence  the  burthen  of  fubordination  is  become  lb> 
<s  flagrant  and  intolerable .”  Hence  the  blufhing  retrof- 
pection  of  his  own  meannefs,  in  fubmitting  to  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  thofe  “  who  pojfejfed  no  floadow  of  claim  to  fuperiorityfl  jj 
(except  what  the  Law  gives  them  over  all  Graduates,  even 
of  their  own  Univerlities) — Hence  thefe  pompous  Animad- 
verlions,  written  with  a  fpirit  fuited  to  “  the  complexion  of 
the  times” y— that  fpirit  of  decency  and  liberty  which  animated 
the  Affailants  in  Wi arwick-lane^  and  the  Borough  of  Southwark . 

The  Conftitution  of  P hylic  is  faid  to  be  a  very  bad  oney , 
becaufe  the  College  of  Phylicians  in  London,  like  true-born 
Englifhmen,  exclude  from  the  Government  of  it,  all- Fo¬ 
reigners  and  foreign  Graduates :  — an  exclufion  which  Knglijh 
Courts  of  Law  have  hitherto  juftified.  The  College  are,  it  is 
true,  partial  to  the  Univerlities  of  their  own  country:  where, 
the  Undents  are  obliged  to  have  fome  learning— where  they 
are  taught  to  examine  every  fubjedt  of  their  ftudyf  without 
regard  to  any  authority,  not  fupported  by  ftridt  evidence  of 
accurate  experiment,  and  to  receive  no,  dictates  as  infallible 
from  any  Profellor  whatfoever : — where  they  are  confined 
to  fome  years  ftudy  and  fome  years  fearch  of  improvement 
in  other  places,— and  where  they  cannot  be  Doctors  till 
eleven  years  are  expired..  .  ■ 

A  riotous  Alfault  and  the  Court  of  King’s  Bench  not 
anfwering  the  defir’d  Purpofe,  the  College  of  Phylicians 
and  the  Englilh  Univerlities,  where  the  great  Expence  of 
Money  and  Time  excludes  Perfons  without  Literature  from 

the 
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the  Profeffion,  are  to  be  the  fubjedt  of  Abufe :  of  which 
(exclufive  of  reprinted  Laws)  the  Pamphlet  upon  which  I 
am  about  to  make  fome  Remarks,  principally  confifts. 

For  example-— page  5,  and  6 

“  With  regard,  to  the  Univerfties  of  Oxford,,  Cambridge , 
ic  and  Dublin ,  they  are  at  prefent  by  no  means  Schools  of  Phy- 
(‘  ■  fc — the  LeBures  in  every  Branch  of  Medicine  are  infinitely 
(l  too  fort  and  fuperficial ,.  and  delivered  by  per f on s,  tho  per- 
il  haps  of  fufificient  Erudition,  yet  utterly  incapable  of  illufira-- 
“  ting  their  'Theory  by  praBical  Obfervation.  Many  of  the- 
“  Efentials  are  not  taught  at  all.  No  Patients ,  no  clinical 
ti  LeBures,  ’which  are  the  fine  qua  no?t  of  a.  medical  Educa- 
“•  tionT 

Would  not  any  Perfon  who  had’  never  been  an  Academic^ 
conclude,  from  the  confidence  of  this  paragraph,  that  the. 
Author  had  ftudied  at  one  or  all  of  thefe  Univerfities  ?  If  not,, 
‘  ‘  Who  can  read  this  Declaration  without  being  Jlruck  with. 
{<  its- extreme  arrogance  and  ignorance?"  (*} 

What  are  thefe  Efentials >  not  taught  at  all?  Ledtures  in 
every  Branch  of  Medicine  there  are,  it  feems,  tho’  infi¬ 
nitely  too  fhort  and  fuperficial,  and  delivered  by  incapable  men 
of  Erudition. — The  Eflentials  therefore,  untaught  rauft  be  in 
no  branch  of  medicine.  What  a  fhame  that  Foreigners  are; 
not  appointed  to  read  ledtures there,  lefs fhort  and  more  pro¬ 
found!  “  No  patients happy  places  thefe  b  doubly  hap-- 
py  that.  Foreign  Dodtors  are  not-  neceffary  to  preferve  their 
falubrity !  “■  No  clinical  LeBures,  which  are  the.,  fine  quai 
w  non  ’ — How  fhould  there  be  clinical  Ledtures  where  the 

profeilbrs 
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aprofeflors  have  no  patients  ?  Oxford ',  Cambridge,  and  Dublin 
“  are  by  no  means  fcbools  of  phyfic  at  present”— but  clini¬ 
cal  lectures  the  grand  arcanum-  with  which  our  author  is  fo 
inflated,  “  the  fine  qua  non  of  medical  Education  f  if  read 
by  foreigners,  would  make  them  fo— not  read  by  “  men  of 
u  Erudition,  but  utterly  incapable  pf  illuftrating  their  theory 
<s  by  practical  abfervation.'”  Perhaps  the  clinical  lectures  of 


that  foreign  profeflor  only,  who  had  the  honour  of  having  our 
author  for  his  difciple,  will  do.  In  fuch  cafe  I  fee  no  remedy 
that  can farm  the  U niverfities  from  total  neglebl  and  ruin  f  -f 
but  an  interpofltion  of  the  legislature,  and  the  appointment 
of  our  author  to  read  clinical  lectures  fucceflively  in  all  the 
three. — Perhaps  Dr.  W — s,  who  is  faid  to  have  read  Lec¬ 
tures  fome  time  ago  in  London  (where  'neither  Patients  or 
Doctors  are  wanting) — who  perhaps  ftill  continues  to  read 
to  pupils  without  erudition,  and  who  muft  poflefs  this  ar¬ 
canum  of  our  author,  may  ,  be  prevailed  on  to  be-  his  locum- 


tenens,  upon  an  emergency.  Thus  the  Students  of  our  Uni- 
verflties,  without  wafte  of  eleven  years,  will  poflefs,  as  Gil 
Blas  did,  in  lefs  than  fo  many  months,  the  root,  the  mar¬ 
row,  the  efienee  and  quinteflence,  4‘  the  effential  and fine  qua 
iC  non  of  medical  education^  If  to  thefe  we  can  but  add  a 
few  Foreigners  to  read  Theological  Lectures,  our  Univerlities 
may  then  hope  to  be  upon  Par  with  thofe  of  the  Continent,  or- 
of  Scotland,  and  our  Divines  as  well  as  Phyficians,  be  in 
equal  Efteem  for  their  Abilities,  which  have  hitherto  been, 
held  cheap  in  the  opinion  of  all  the  world. 


But 


\  ^nimadverfion?,  page  8, 
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♦'  t  *  ■ "  *  f, 

But  to  be  ferious :  although  aflertions  fo  illiberal,  and 
fo  fcandaloufly  falfe,  deferve  not  ferious  treatment,  Is  our 
author  very  fure  of  the  incapacity  of  the  ProfefTors  at  prefent 
in  thefe  univerfities  ?  Some  of  them,  I  venture  to  fay,  have 
travelled  both  to  Leyden,  Edinburgh,  and  Paris,  and  have 
attended  clinical  Le&ures,  Moft  of  them  have  patients^  and 
had  them  at  Cambridge,  even  before  the  Hofpital  was  fi- 
nifhed,— and  it  may  be  prefumed,  are  as  capable  cf  illujl rat¬ 
ing  theory  by  practical  obfervation ,  as  our  author  himfelf; 
though  they  be  perfons  of  erudition .  Wh  en  our  author  puts 
his  name  to  hrs  information,  their  names  may  be  given  him. 

Page  6 .  u  'So  far  from  confining  our  medical fiudents  to  any 
cc  particular  inode  of  education  in  our  country ,”  &c. 

What  can  the  author  mean  by  this  infinuation  of  confine¬ 
ment  to  mode  ?  Would  he  have  the  -Univerfities  admit  as 
fiudents  perfons  who  have  never  been  at  fchool  ?  Our  author 
was  not  educated  at  an  Englifh  Univerfity,  therefore  he  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  confinements,  of  which  perfons  who  have  been 
fo,  are  totally  ignorant.  Medical  fiudents  are  not  obliged 
to  attend  any  ledlures  which  do  not  tend  to  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  a  Phyfician.  Had  our  author  faid  to  what  the 
medical  fiudents  there  are  really  confined,  the  Purpofe  of 
his  declamatory  Information  had  been  fpoiled,  and  the 
partiality  and  patriotifm  of  the  College  of  Phyficians  ap¬ 
peared  blamelefs,  not  to  fay  praife- worthy :  as  the  flatutes 
of  confinement  tend  more  direftly  to  fecure  the  fafety  of 
the  people,  than  thofe  of  any  other  Univerfities  in  Europe, 
not  governed  by  the  fame. 


c 


The 
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The  Students  in  Englifh  Univerfities  are  confined,  it  is; 
true,  to  have  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  dead  languages 
before  their  admifiion:: — they  are  confined  to  be  refident  a  few 
years— (not  weeks) :  yet  not  more,  than  are  necefiary  to  make 
them  tolerable  Logicians  and-  Philofophers,  Anatomids, 
Chemids  and  Botanids.  They  then  may,  and  mod;  of  them 
do,  travel  to  other  Uni verfities  :•  and  whether  they  do,  or  do 
not  leave  England,  all  of  them,  fooner  or  later,  are  Pupils 
in  the  London  Hofpitals not  a  fingle  exception,  I  believe, 
where  a  difappointment  of  fortune  did  not  confine  more  than 
the  ftatutes  or  mode.  After  thus  feeking  knowledge,  for 
fome  years  more,  at  the  expiration  of  the  fixth,  they  may 
take  the  degree  of  Batchelor  in  Phyfic,  but  cannot  even  then 
be  licenfed  to  take  the.  care  of  lives  till  two  or  three  years, 
after ;  nor  can  they  be  Doctors  till  at  lead:  eleven  years  are-, 
expired.  For  the  former  of  thefe  degrees  they  publicly  de¬ 
fend  one  Thefis;  and  for  the  fecund  two.  Thefe  are  the 
medical  confinements  at  Englifh  Univerfities,  whofe  praife 
the  reader  may  gather  even  from  our  author  himfelf,  “  "The 
“  ancient-  Greeksf  fays  he,  “  were  J'o  perfecHyfenfible  of  the 
((  great  difficulty  of  attaining  a  competent /knowledge  in  Medi- 
“  cine,  that  a  Phyfician  was  obliged  to  fp  end  the.- great  eft  fart 
“  of  his  life  in  ffiudy  and  experiment  before  he  was  allowed  to 
“  praSlife.  Let  any  one  confult>,  Boerhaave' s  method  of  fiudy- 
44  ing  Phyfic ,  and  he  will find  that  almoft  every  branch  of  learning 
was  thought  by  that  great,  man  to  conftitute  a -part  of  a  Phyfe- 
“  cian  s  erudition .-f-  Blefs  us  !  every  branch  of  learning  !  Eru- 
“  dition  too,  mentioned  by- a  Licentiate  without 


difi  efpe<d ! 


f  Ammadverfions,  page  23.^ 


(•  7  )'. 

But  our  author  is  not  here  railing  at  English  Profeflors,  and 
Engliih  Graduates  who  have  erudition.,  but  at  Apothecaries,, 
whom  he  fuppofes  to  want  it,  and  many  of  whom,  he  perhaps 
knows,  have  attended,  or  fay  they,  have  attended,  clinical  lec¬ 
tures  at  Edinburgh,  or  elfewhere.. 

Ibid.  “  The  mo  ft  deferable  Univerftty  is,,  therefore, that  where 
“  moft  knowledge  can  be  acquired .” 

Certainly,— if  fuch  be  in  our  own  country.  If  not,  as 
the  Englifh  Univerfities  grant  not  degrees  till  after  a  number 
of  years  have  been  allowed,.,  and  fufficient  for  importing 
that  knowledge,  the  ftudents  ought  as  Englifhmen  to  take 
their  honours  and  their  right  of  practice,  in  •  England, — it 
England  is  to  be  the  fcene  of  it.,  I  wifh  our  author  had  told 
us  “  where  moft  knowledge  is  to  be  acquired”  s:  becaufe  I  arr>.-- 
humbly  of  .opinion,,  that  where  there  is  no  great  difference  of 
expence  or  time,  the  reputation  of  fuch  places  depends  fome¬ 
nt! hat  on  durability  of  the  ProfeiTors : — and  becaufe  I  fufped; 
from  our  author’s  acquired 'fortune,  and  from  not  fu  (peeling 
him  of  having  imitated  the  ancient  Greeks,  that  the  Uni- 
verfity  which  he. honoured  with,  his  prefence,  has  heen  many 
years  in  fomewhat  lefs  repute.. 

Page  7.  “  If  medical  knowledge  were  known  to  flour  ijh  even * 
in  China ,  a  'Britiftj  ftuhj&&  educated  in  fuch  univerftty  ought-- 

t  * 

to  meet'  every  poffiMe  e?zcouragement  om  "his  -  return” — True  ., 
patriotifm  will  coiijider  the-  end-,  rather*  than '  the  means  ” 

A  Chinefe  Doctor*  there  is:  no  doubt9  mould  meet  . with  this  - 
encouragement*  efpeeially  if  he  wore  the ..Chinefe.  -drefs,  and 
was  properly  furnifhed  with  the  grimace,  and  complacency^.. 

whicMr, 


u 


u 


u 
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winch  have  been  found  fb  ufeful,  and  which  are  among?  the 
“  effentiah  not  taught,  at  all"  in  Englifh  universities.  For 

the  c&nduB  of  the  good  people  cf  England  is  no  argument  in 
*• favour  of  medical  knowledge ,  becaufe  it  is  impofftble  for  them 
“  to  judge  of  his  fall  unlefs  they  themf elves  were  Phyfcians.  ’  ’  -f- 
Qur  author’s  evidence  is  proof  enough— experto  crede — thefe 
good  people  have  cc  rendered  his  fortune  confderable .”  * — It  is 
t©  be  hoped,  however,  that  none  of  thefe  good  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  wkofe  utiderftandings  are  fo  egregioufly  ridiculed,  are 
members  in  the  parliament  to  which  his  Animadverfions  are 
add  refled. 

A  Chinefe  Doctor  ought,  in  truth,  to  have  encouragement, — 
provided  he  is,  like  our  author’s  inhabitant  of  Saturn,  “  in- 
£C  finitely  more  enlightened f  than  his  brethren,  and  provided 
he  could  not  have  had  knowledge  from  thence  confident  with 
his  education  here:  but  not  fo,  if  an  unbecoming  difregard 
t©  his  .country,  or  the  fpirit  of  facobitifm  were  the  caufe  of 
his  peregrination— not  fo,  if  he  was  infinitely  lefs  knowing, 
and  infinitely  lefs  enlightened: — for  this  one  reafon,  that  pa- 
triotifm  confiders  not  merely  the  end,  but  both  the  means 
and  the  end :  and  if  the  health  of  the  people  is  as  fecure  by 
patriotic  means,  or  more  fo,  fuch  are  the  means  to  be  adopted 
by  Englifh  patriots. 

Ibid.  “  How  it  happens  that  thefe  feminaries  are  incapable 
‘ 1  of  affording  a  fuffeient  medical  education ,  dlf  c.  for  it  were 
w  enough  to  have  proved  the  faBf  &c. 

Though  the  facd  has  not  been  proved,  yet  I  will  grant, 
they  are  incapable  of  affording  a  fuffeient  medical  education  : 

becaufe 


£  Animadverfions,  page  18. 
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becaufe  no  Univerfity  can— though  clinical  lectures  were  read 
there  by  our  author,  and  however  £C fining  his  abilities" — un- 
lefs  he  was  infpired  with  infallibility.  The  Uni  verities, 
though  eftabliffied.  “  when  knowledge  was  at  a  low  ebb fuppofe 
the  impofiibility  ;  and  therefore  -  encourage  the  acquisition  of: 
knowledge  from  every  quarter.  . 

Ib.  page  7  and  8.  “  The  fxed  Salaries  of  the  Prof  effort  is  , 
tc  the  chief  obfacle — the  prefent  fourifing  fate  of  thofe  Uni-  - 
*v erf  ties,  where  the  emolument  of  Prof  effort  depends  folely  on 
the  number  of  pupils,  is  a  proof  &c.” 

How  eafy  it  is  to  be  very  florid  and  fagacious,  when  falfe 
facfls  are  affirmed  or  aflerted!  In  “  clinical  JeEluresff  and  a 
“  illufi rating  theory  by  practical  obfervationf...  it;  is  hoped  our 
author  is  more  cautious  and  lefs  decifive;  .Now  at  Cambridge 
the  Regius  Profeflor  of  Phyfic,  has,  it  is  true,  the  enormous 
fum  of  forty  pounds  per  annum  ;  and  if  our .  author  can  find 
the  other  Medical  Profeflors»  there  any  fixed  ftipend  at  all, 
they  will  be  much  obliged  to  him.  I  may,  I  think,  ven¬ 
ture  to  affign  another  caufe,  more  fuited  to  Cambridge  Lo¬ 
gic,  becaufe  not  founded  on  falfe  facts  afiixmed  as  true ;  viz. 
The  expence  of  money  and  time.  The  effect  of  this  caufe, 
a  negledt  of  the  Englifh  univerfities,  is  augmented  by 
the  want  of  power,  otr  inactivity  of  the  College  of  Phyfi- 
cians.  ,  In  this  age.  of  foftnefs,  when  magiffrates  can  connive 
at,  infurrettions,— can  foothe,.  or  give  largefles  to  rioters,— 
and  that  even  the  fpirkf  of  an  Harley  cannot  route,  them  to 
the  incivility  of  executing  the  laws  of  civil  policy— I  wonder 
Ilfs  at  the  mildnefs  and  gentlenefs  of  the  College,  which,  like  . 

d  .  other:  r 
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ether  corporations,  confifts  of  various  individuals,  of  various 
conftitutions  and  fenfations.  Many  of  them  are  fo  fond  of 
quiet,  that  they  are  apt  to  put  off  any  exertion  of  authority, 
not  pradtifed  daily,  to  their  fucceffors  in  office.  Such  men 
•are  but  too  apt  to  fear,  that  “  the  complexion  of  the  times' 
may  make  fuch  exertion  improper,  as  they  may  be  thought 
monopolizing,  inquifitorial,  or  cruel ;  and  are  lefs  apt  to  fee 
the,  general  good,  when  terrified  on  the  one  hand  by  ignorant 
clamour,  and  foftened  to  pity  for  a few  individuals  on  the  other. 
Hence  they  have  buffered  not  only  many  Dodtors,  who,  tho’ 
they  may  have  attended  clinical  leElures  in  fome  univerfity, 
have  not  fpent  many  years  in  ftudy  and  experiment,  much  lefs  * 
the  greatefl  part  of  their  lives,— to  practife  in  the  metropolis ; 
but  a  fwarm  of  Dodtors,  who  never  attended  at  any  Univerfity 
at  all. 
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In  fhort,  ’  they  have  in  truth  buffered — pudet  hxc  dici  po~ 
tuiffe — “  they  have  fuffered  confummate  ignorance  and  quackery 
to.  ride  in  fate  coaches  triumphant  through  the  fireets,  to  the 
eternal  reproach  ,  of ,  that  body  corporate,  ’  ’  What  Scotch, 
or  what  Engliffi  trader  would  not  be  captivated  with 
this  glitter”  of  triumphant  Profperity  ?  Would  not  fuch 
a  one  think  Phyfic  a  very  gainful  trade  ?  Would  he 
not,  hearing  too  of  nothing  from  this  fwarm  but  what 
it  is  their  intereft  to  proclaim,  viz.  “  the  infuffciency  of 
cc  Englifo  univerfitiesf — Would  he  not,  in  conformity  to  com¬ 
mercial  Wifdom,  make  his  fon  a  Dodtor  at  the  leaft  expence 
of  money,  and  chufe  he  fhould  make  his  trade  profitable  le- 
ven  or  eight  years  at  leaft  earlier?  Plis  foil’s  fortune  might 

Ee 


if I  ..  •(  ) 

be  rendered  confidef able  by  fo  many  years  the  fooner,  and 
there  would  always  be  reafon  to  hope,  that  home  few  of  this 
formidable  body  might  fo  far  ingratiate  themfelves  with  No¬ 
bles  and  Senators,  that  a  new  adt  of  parliament  might  lilt  his 
fon  to  the  honor  of  prefiding  ever  the  medical  department. 
Is  it  then  a  wonder,  that  foreign  uni verli ties  are  more  flou- 
rifhing  by  the  number  of  medical  pupils,  than  Oxford,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  or  Dublin,  whofe  fons  are  debarred  from  profit  fo 
much  longer  ? 

Page  8.  (C  Nothing  but  a  total  Reformation  can  fave  them  .• 
<{  (the  Universities :)  -before  long,  the  Univerf  ties  themfelves 
ii-  will  folicit  the  attempt 

I  hope  they  will  not.  I  hope  there  are  ho  Gentlemen  in. 
any  of  them,  fo  little  attentive  to  the  public  health,  nor 
fo  much  to  their  own  emolument,  from  a  greater  number 
of  pupils,  as  to  think  of  reforming  them  by  giving  degrees 
earlier.  Whenever  they  are  reformed  after  the  model  of  fo¬ 
reign  .  or  ’  Scotch  univerlities,  I  will  give  my  vote,  (if  I  fhould 
then  have  one)  that  our  author,  and  all  his  “  eminent  per- 
fonagesf  and  all  the  pupils,  now  in  high  eminence,  inftructed 
at  the  Univerfity  of  St.  Mary  Axey  * **  be  admitted  Fellows 

-  Gf 

*  *  See  the  Advertifements,  “  To  the  Ingenious  unemployed”---"  To  Gentlemen  with  Only  a  fmall 

**  Portion  of  Llafiical  Learning,”  &c.  in  public  papers  for  feveral  years- part.  Of  one  of  them  take  this 
abbreviated  fpecimen  : — “Whereas  it  is  the  fate  of  many  per  fons  to  be  poffefled  of  flender  fortunes, 
“  who  for  want  of  being  brought  up  to  bufinefs,  find  themfelves  confined' to  live  in  a  different  manner 
“  to  what  th  y  could  defire,  &c  a  Phyfician  of  eminence,  &c.  qualifies  the  Perfon  to  be  able  to  confult 
“  with  the  bell  Phyficians,  &c.  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  iiine  provides  them  with  a  difLma,  which 
**  entit.es  them  to  aft  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

*3"  Latin  Confutations  have  not  been  ufed  many" years. 

“  Any  pei  Ion,  &c,  will  be  informed  of  feveral  new  in  high  eminence ,  inftru&ed,  &c.  in  the  fame  xnan- 
*ner,  &c.”  Public  Advertifer,  July  ii,  1 75-7. 
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of  the  College  of  Phyiicians,  in  preference  to  any  of  Oxford*':, 
Cambridge,  or  Dublin.  More  and  larger  ftipends  for  Pro- 
feffors,— or  more  Fellowfhips  in  every  College,  appropriated 
to  the  ftudents  in  phylic :  (if  that  feems  better •;)  together  with 
a  greater  weight  added  to  the  interdiction  of  the  College  of 
Phyiicians,  and  more  refolution  in  the  officers  of  it,  are  all 
thefe  universities  want, —not  an  alteration  in  their  ftatutes, 

Our  author  now,  comes  to  the  College,  of  Phyiicians  ;  of  , 
whole  right  to  prefer  Engliffi  univerfities  I  pretend  not  to  - 
judge,  but  leave  it  to  be  determined,  if  it  has  not  yet  been  . 
done  fufficiently,  by  the  Courts  of  Law. 

Ibid;  page  9.  “  The  Royal  Society  r  the  Academy  of  Sci- 
u  ences,  &fc.  know  no  fuch  diJlinElions ,  &c.” 

What  they  do,  relates  no  more  to  a  College  of  Phyiicians, 
inftitutedi,  to.  examine  the  qualifications  of  thofe  who  take 
charge  of  the  lives  of  the  King’s  fubjechs,  than  to  a  Court 
of  Aldermen.  Had  he  told  us  what  the  Faculte  de  Medecine 
at  Paris  do,  it  would,  have. been  to  fome  purpofe  ;  but  not 
the  purpofe  of  our-  author.  Nor  is:  his  drawing  of  a  planeta¬ 
ry  inhabitant  more  fo,  becaufe  copied  from  an  ideal  original, 
exifting  only  in  the  brain  of  our  Licenciate,  and  very  unlike 
the  reality.  He  may  fancy  himfelf,  “  infinitely  more  learn-  . 
t£  edy  and  infinitely  more  enlightened  than  any  earthly  inhabi¬ 
tant  he  may  fancy  that  there  are  “  many  Licentiates  who 
pojfefs  learning  in  a  more,  eminent  degree  than  any  of  thofe 
“  by  whom  they  are  examined^ -f— and  that  he  is  himfelf  one  of 
the  number  :  But  Oxonians,  Cantabs,  and  Dublinians, 


f:>: Aniraadverfions,  pageu 
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are  not  fo  credulous  as  thofe  u  good  people  of  England f'  b\ 
whom  u  his  fortune  is  rendered  confi derailed  The  latter  h 
has  doubtlefs  perfuaded  that  he  is  one  of  <c  the  mofl  eminent 
<c  perfonages  in  the  praElice  of  medicine although  iC  excluded 
(i  from  the  honours  intended  for  men  of Jhining  abilities  — and 

he  has  thanked  them  moft  gracefully  for  their  credulity: 
but  the  former  are  mere  infidels,  till  they  have  irrefiftable 
demonftration. 

Page  12.  tc  Have  they  not  permitted  hundreds  of  Phyf darts 
Ci  to  praEl if e  without  licence  all  over  the  Kingdom  (he 

might  have  added,)  in  the  metropolis  alfo?— ££  Have  they  not 
fujfered  profeffed  quacks  to  praEtife  without  moleftatim  t  they 
have  fuffered  confummate  ignorance  and  quackery  to  ride  in 
Jlate  coaches  triumphant  thro’  the  ftreetsf  Me, 

They  have— But  let  me  alk,  have  not  thefe  quacks  per¬ 
fuaded  the  “  good  People  of  England' ”  that  they  poffefs 
-practical  knowledge  not  taught  to  men  of  erudition  at  Eng- 
lifh  univerfities  ?  Would  not  the  good  people  of  England  join 
the  quacks  and  our  author  in  calling  an  interdiction  (as 
he  does  an  examination)  arrogant,  monopolizing,  inquift- 
*  tonal  ? 

There  is  fome  reafon  to  believe  the  power  of  the  College 
is  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  Their  penalty  of  five  pounds  per 
month,  at  the  time  of  their  charter  (perhaps  an  heavier  pe¬ 
nalty  than  twenty-five  now)  made  their  interdiction  refpeCt- 
able,  and  even  formidable  to  offenders  but  is  at  prefent 
trifling  to  a  man  who  is  faid  to  receive  30I.  per  week  from 
*one  fliop  at  the  weft  end  of  the  town  only— when  there  are 
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fo  many  more  fhops  in  the  metropolis,  the  kingdom,  and  the 
colonies.  It  is  to  be  lamented  therefore,  that  the  penalty  for, 
illegal  practice  is  not  ten  times  five. 

As  to  imprifonment,— would  it  fuit  “  the  complexion  of 
“  the  times”  ?  Do  not  mountebanks,,  and  fuch  like  vagrant 
practifers  impofe  upon  the  good  people  of  England  unmolefted 
(may  I  not  fay  tolerated? )  by  the  civil  magiftrates  in  .allparts  of 
the  kingdom,  and  the  environs  even  of  London  itfelf?  If  it  be 
faid,  this  negledl  of  the  officers  of  Police  does  not  excufe  the 
College,  whole  more  immediate  duty  it  is  to  watch  over  the 
health  of  the  King’s  fubjedts,.  and  to  punifh  every  trefpafter 
upon  that,  health; — I  mu  ft  be  forced  to  own  it.  If  then  the 
power  of  the  college  be  fufficient  to  prevent  this  quackery,  as 
I  neither  pofiefs  the  mobbifh  reftivenefs  which  impels  our 
Licenciate  to  call  the  executors  of  an  Adi  of  Parliament  In- 
quifitors ,  nor  fo  much  indolence  as  to  feek  for  quiet  by  con¬ 
nivance  at  public  mifchief ;  I  wifh  he  had  employed  his  whole 
,  pamphlet  on  no-  other  fubjedl  than  this  their  cautious  tamer 
nefs,  and  that  he  had  poftefled  the  thunder  of  Demosthenes  : 
for  furely  the  language  of  no  other  could  exprefs  with  fuffir 
cient  force  their  difgraceful  condudt. 

Our  author  next  beftows  about  a  dozen  pages  on  Apothe¬ 
caries..  who  viiit  and  diredl  medicines. 

Page  17..  “  If  a  Phyfcian  he  intruded  upon  hint  (the 
Apothecary)  “  it  is  always  in  his  power  to  dif appoint  his 
(the  Phyfician’s)  “  expectation^  by  - omitting  or  fuhfituting  one 
“  ingredient,  for  another  :  this  were  indeed  confummate  vil- 
i(-  lainy ,  hit  there  are  rafcalsf  ’  Me*. 


Rafcals 
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Rafcals  capable  of  this  confummate  villainy  there  certainly 
are,  and  I  fhould  have  been  very  much  concerned  for  tire, 
honor  of  the  College,  had  it  been  made  appear  that  their 
Cenfors  have  a  power  to  punifh  them :  as  undoubted  proofs 
of  this  villainy  may  be  produced,  and  perhaps  even  within 
the  bills  of  mortality.  Certainly  no  punifhment  can  be  too 
fevere,  and  I  wifh  our  author  had  pointed  out  how  it  might 
be  obtained.  If  the  College  Cenfors  have  not  this  power,  it 
is  high  time  they  had. 

Page,  24.  “  This  negleEl  to  confine  Apothecaries  within  their 
u  fiphere,  is  the  more  unpardonable ,  as  the  means  are  obvious— 
“  the  mofi  effeSlual would  be  not  to  fuff er  any  -of  .their  preficrip- 
<c  tions  to  be  made  up  .by  a  vifiting.  Apothecary  T 

This  is  a  propofal  fo  very  prudent,  that  it  is  hoped  our 
author  will  prevail  upon  his  brethren  the  Licentiates,  to  fet 
the  College  an  example  fodifinterefted.  This  would  fhame 
the  Fellows  rnoft  amazingly,  and  confine  Apothecaries  to 
their  counters,  where  he  fo.  earneftly  wifiies  them.  If  he  can¬ 
not  prevail  fo  far,  he  may.  at,  leaf!  fet  the  example  himfelf,— 
efp  ecially  now  his  fortune  is  rendered  confiderable  •  and  more 
efpecially,  fince  it  is  highly  improbable  that  any  Apothecary, 
<(  in  whofe  power  it  generally  is  to  introduce. his  favoured 
“  Phyfician  into  the  families  he  attends”  *  was  ever  per¬ 
mitted,  by  a  fpirit;  fo  exalted,  to  affifl:  in  rendering  it  fa. 
But  .  in.  the  vehemence  of  his  zeal,,  to  prevent  Apothecaries 
prattifing,  has.  he  . not  forgot-,  what  was  obferved  above,.,  that 
many  of  them  talk  of  having  attended  clinical  leStitr.es  Has 
he  npt  forgot,  that  fame  of  them  are  Doctors,  who  have  given 
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•  proof  of  ability,  at  leaft  not  inferior  to  his  own  ?  and  that 
.  all  of  them  may  be  Doctors  in  a  few  months,  by  ftgnifying 
>their  inclinations  to  H.  W —s,  -j-  M.  D.  and  be  provided  with  a 
.  diploma 5  entitling  them  to  aB  in  any  part  of  the  world  P  Has 

he  not  forgot  that  fome  of  them  are  Licenciates?-- but  per¬ 
haps  not  being  in  the  Lift  of  Window- breakers,  he  may  not 
rank  them  with  the  “  mofl  .eminent  p erf onages  in  the  praSlice 
*“  of  medicine*,  tho  excluded  from  the  honors  which  were  cer- 
tainly  hitendedfor  men  of  fhining  abilities f  and  which 
■  honors  if  they  cannot  obtain  by  the  liberal  method  of  afiault, 

•  they  may  however  hope  to  obtain  by  this  very  liberal  addrefs 

to  the  legiflature.  4  ■ 

Suppofe  our  author’s  liberal  language  and  reafoning  with 
Apothecaries  were  applied  to  Licenciates— “  As  to  that  con- 
“  fequential  body  of  Literati  §  called”  Licenciates,  altho’ 
they  may  fuppofe  themfelves  poftefled  of  the  rhoft  “  ftiining 
“  abilities”.;  or  that  they  be  “  the  moft  eminent  perfonages 
“  in  the  practice  of  Medicine,”  becaufe  “  the  public  has 
“  been  pleafed  to  render”  their  “  fortune  conftderable  :”— 
yet  “  the  conduit  of  the  good  people  of  England  is  no  ar- 
“  gument  in  favour  of  their  medical  knowledge,  becaufe  it 
“  is  impoftible  for  them  to  judge,  unlefs  they  themfelves 
“  were  Phyftcians”.  Although  many  of  them  may  boaft  of 
“  poftefling  more  learning  than  any  of  thofe  by  whom  they 
“  are  examined;”  yet  have  not  many  of  them  been  made 
Doctors  without  “  fufficient  refidence”  at  an  uni  verfity, —moft 

of 

f  A  Name  inferted  at  length  in  fome  AddrelTes  to  the  good  people  of  England,  of  a  later  date 
ahan  that  rected  in  a' preceding  note. 

§  Antmadverfions,  page  12. 
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of  them  without  any  refiderice  at  all  ?  Have  not  fome  beeft 
made  fuch  by  the  cantonment  of  a  regiment  to  which  they  be¬ 
longed  near  anuniverfity  in  Planners  Or 4ft  ScoTLAiyn,---4bme 
by  a  letter,  without  quitting  their  habitations  ?  tnfhort,  have 
any  of  them,  like  the  ancient  Greeks,  “  fpent  the  greateif 
“  part  of  their  lives  in  ftudy  and  experiment  before  they  in-ac- 
tiled?”  If  it  be  urged,  “  that  -many  of  them  from  their 
cxtenfive  practice  mull;  neceflaiily  have  gained  great  ei- 
“  perience  ;  to  this  I  anfwer,  that  experience  without  theory, 
“  and  not  founded  on  the  experience  of  former  Cage's,  WiM 
“  produce  no  better  qualification  than  that  of  Aft  oM  tiuife. 
For  “  thofe  who  by  4ong  ftudy,  &c.  bate  ^become  well  Ac¬ 
quainted  with  Phyfic,  know  it  to  be  fo  extenfijve.,  <'&c.  the 
difeafes  fo  wonderfully  numerous,  And  their  fpecies  diftin- 
“  guifhed  by  fuch  a  variety  of  minute  ciiOumfl&ftCes,  that 
“  the  ableft  Phyfician,  with  his  -experience  Afilfted  by  that 
“■  •of  all  who  have  gone  before  him,  finds  isteifelf  frequ 
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“  in  doubt,  &c.  f  The  ancient  Greeks  fo  fenfible -of 
“  the  great  difficulty,”  &c.  **  Gan  it  then  be  matter  of  fur- 
“prife,  that”  the  Genfors  -of  the  College,  “  who  view  the 
‘■Art  of  Medicine  in  its  full  extent,  Ihould  behold  with 
indignation,  a  moft”  illiberal  “  fet  of  people,  'axldacioufly 
complaining  of  infult  from  an  examination,  and  audacioiijly 
aiming  at  authority  “  with  the  fame  confidence  as  if  they 
“  were  poflefted  of  -all  the  advantages  that  a  learned  educa¬ 
tion- could  fupply.”.J  Since  then  moil  of  them  have  wanted 
!  be  honoured  and  to  be  rich  before  they  were  learned,— 

f  fince 

*  .Animadverfions,  page  24,  L f  Ibid,  p,  22. 
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fince  by  the  confeffion  of  one  of  this £<  confequential  body  of 
“  men,  *  Doctors  without  refidence  ought  to  be  abfolutely 
iC  interdicted  —fince  they  have  reflected  indecently  on  the 
laws  of  this  country,  and  cannot  agree  among  themfelves 
which  Uni verfity,  Foreign  or  Scotch  ought  to  be  preferred 
the  college  prudently  affronts  none,  by  excluding  the  Gra¬ 
duates  of  them  all  from  offices  of  authority.  Suppofe,  I  fay, 

fuch  language  were  to  be  applied  to  Licenciates, — would  not 
“  this  confequential  body  of  men  be  highly  offended”,  and 
particularly  our  author* .  with  “  expreffions  fo,  unreferved?” 
But  to  return  to  the  College. 

Page  26..  “  Fhey  perfecute  a  man  whom  they  know  to  have 
<£  had,  a  regular  and  expenfive  education ,  and  to  whom  fifty 
<e  pounds:  at  his  firfi  fietting  out  in  life  may  he  no  inconfiderable 
U:fium"i  8cc. 

How  ffiould  they  know  the  regularity  of  a  man’s  educa¬ 
tion,  till  he  has  been  examined,  unlefs  it  be  advertifM:?  As  , 
to  expence,  they  may  fuppofe  a  regular  s  education  requires  c 
fo  many  fifties,  that  very  few  would  ramble  abroad,  who 
could  afford  to  have  a  fufficient  education  ;  and  that  an  en- 
thufiaftic  third:  of  medical  knowledge  is  not  fo  commonly  the 
motive  as  the  faving  of  expence  and? time.-.  The  mention  of 
the  expence  of  a.  Licence  twice  in  this  page  and  again  in 
page  29,  ffiews  our.  author’s  motive..  When  they  meet  with 
a  foreign  Doctor  fond*  of  Medicine  for  it’s  own  fake,  or  the 
pleafure  of  doing  good  only,  they  may,  and.  will,  I  doubt 
not,  abate  fomewhat  of  the  price  :  ’till  then  no  mifchiefcan: 

.  happen,, 

f  *•  Ammadverfion?,  page  212,=  f  Ibid.  p.  27® 
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happen,  if  they  make  it  double  the  ufual  fum,  but  an  en¬ 
couragement  of  domeftic  education. 

Our-  author,  however,  has  a  mind  to  infinuate  the  inter- 
efted  view  of  the  College  in  this  “  exorbitant  fum”:  forget¬ 
ting  that  “  they  have  permitted  hundreds  of  phyiicians  in  ; 
“  all  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  pradtife  without  licence,  tho’ 

“  their  power  extends  equally  to  all  parts  of  the  kingdom;” 
from  whom  hundreds  of  exorbitant  films if  they  pleafed, 
might  be  gained.  *  A  blameable  negledfc  this,  of  their  own  in-  - 
tereft,  and  a  .much  more  blameable  negledf  of  an  intereft 
more  general  and  more  important.  ..  But  “  they  perfecute  a 
u  man,”,  it  deems,  “  atrhis  firft  fetting  out  in  life”— Witnefs,  . 
ye  unlicenced  Dodtors,  almaft  without  number,  now  pradtif- 
iijg  daily  in  the  capital  I  -< 

Surely,  if  ever  a  Phyfician  is^examtned  at  ally  vit  ought  to- 
be  <e  at  his  firft  fetting  out,”  that  the  lives  of  the  good  people 
of  England,  may  not  be  expofed,  i  during  many ;  fuccefii ve 
years,  or  till  -their  credulity  has  rendered  fifty  pounds  really 
inconfderable :  and  of  fuch  :  early  perfccntionl  wiffi  there  . 
were  more  examples.  ,  Pity  it  is,,  our  author  did  not  mention 
how  loon  after  his  firfl  fetting  out-  hd  futfefed  perfecution. 
Perhaps  he  fupprefied  his  own  example  for  fear  of  expofing 
the  indolence  of  the  College  Officers  at  that  time;  and  pro¬ 
bably  they- Have  reafon  to  thank  him  for  ,  the  fuppreffion.  • 

Page  27.  ^ With  regard -  fo  thofewho  in  confequence  of  fuf~  - 
41  ficient  refi dene e  at  a  creditable  univerfity ,  &c.  hemeobtdined  t 
xz  diploma ,  authorising  them  to  practise  in  any  part  op 
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<s:'fHE  woRiiD,  a ’.re-examination  by  any  College  -mufi  be  deemed 
44  highly  inflating”  ... 

•Doubtlefs  :— and  they  have  the  inference  to -determine  this 
fujficient  refidence  to  be  that  appointed  by  ftatutes  of  Englifh 
univerftties,  and  then  to  examine  the  graduates  ofthofe  very 
univerftties !  and  wliat  is  yet  more  infolent,  re-examine  thofe 
■vvhofe  diplomas  the  Advertisement  lays,  entitle  them  to  a£l  in 
any  part  of  the  world!  . 

Page  28.  i(  I  have  wondered  how  the  P  ref  dent,  &c.  of  a 
44  private  College  of  P  by f  dans  could  poffbly  arrogate  to  them- 
44  f elves  the  unjufifable  power  of  calling  to  examination,  like 
44  fchool-boys,  perfons  whofe  education  they  knew  to  be  fuperiorf 

See, 

It  is  verily  and  indeed  wonderful  !  . 

dbid.  44  'By  what  infatuation  then  have  thefe  fellows  hem  led 
44  to  infult  their  equals See, 

This,  with  a  great  .deal  more  raving  about  infult  and  ar¬ 
rogance,  fuperiority  and  equality,  catechifm,  inquifition. 
See.  makes  me  wifh  I  had  enquired  after  the  author,  ere  I  had 
fet  pen  to  paper,  left  .1  fhould  have  been  at  the  trouble  of 
remarking  upon  a  di  Kemper  ed  inhabitant  of  Moorfields,  as 
fuch  princely  people  hold  every  want  of  deference  to  their 
rank,  an  infult  unpardonable.  Can  any  one  guefs  what  is 
meant  by  a  private  College  of.PhyftGians?  Or  can  it -be  con¬ 
ceived,  that  a  man,  Mentis  compos,  fhould  forget  that  the 
Inftitution  of  the  College  Officers  by  Parliament,  requires 
them  to  examine  every  Practitioner  within  the  Bills  of  Mor- 


(  21  ') 

Page  29.  cc  I  wi/h  1  had  gone  to  praSlife  at  the  Cape  of  good-hope >  r#~ 
cc  ther  than  have  fubmitted  to  have  (loop'd  jo  far  beneath  the  Dignity  of  my 
cc  Rank ,  as  to  anfwer  their  impertinent  Q ueflions  ”  he. 

This  is  pojjible :  but  perhaps  there  was  at  that  time  fome  fmail  Doubt, 
whether  the  hogan-mogans  at  the  Cape  were  fo  likely  to  render  a  for - 
time  conjiderable ,  as  the  good  People  of  England . 

Page  30.  cc  If  it  Jlmdd  appear  the  College  have  made  a  praSlice  he.  of 
cc  obliging  regular  Doctors  to  fubmit  to  an  ignominious  Examinotion  he.  if 
“  thefe  faSls  be  deemed  Acts  of  Opprefjion,  can  it  be  doubted  the  Complainants. 
cc  would  not  be  redrefs’d  ?  ” 

It  cannot  be  doubted  : —  if  — 

Page  30,  31  cc  Suppofe  a  Dodlor  before  the  Prejident  he.  to  be  examhpd 
cc  were  to  addrefs  them — Gentlemen  —  confident  with  my  own  Dignity  I  can’t, 
Cc  pof/ibly  fubmit  to  anfwer  any  Queflions  only  to  fatisfy  you  of my  medical  Abilities , 
ce  of  which  this  Diploma  in  my  hand ,  with  this  Thefis  which  I  have  publicly 
<c  defended \  are  undoubted  Teflimonies  ”  he. 

Pardon  me  mold  noble  Dodtor  : —  that  Diploma  in  your  hand  with  that 
Thefis  are  not  undoubted  Teftimonies.  Was  I  prefident  or  Cenfor, 
I  fhou’d  doubt.  Diplomas  are  fold — and  Thefes  are  abroad  fo  rarely  the 
Compofition  of  the  Perfon  who  publicly  defends  them,  that  the  foreign  Re¬ 
viewers  univerfally  cite  the  ‘Thefes  for  Degrees,  as  the  Works  of  the  Pro- 
feffors,  during  whofe  Prefidency  they  were  defended.  Thus,  a  Thefis 
entitled  a  DiJJertation  on  mineral  Waters  under  the  Prefidency  of  Hoffman, 
publicly  defended  by  A.  B.  wou’d  be  fuppofed  by  ev’ry  Perfon  acquainted 
with  thefe  Matters  to  be  the  Work  of  Hoffman  : — unlels  there  was  a 
better  Reafon  for  thinking  otherwife,  than  A.  B’s.  publicly  defending  it. 

Page  31,  32.  “  Surely  I  need  not  inform  yon  that  having  obtain’d  the  De- 
*c  gree  of  Doctor—  I  am  in  Poffeffion  of  the  higheft  Honour  that  Phyfic  can 

confer  he.  They  wou’d  call  him  an  impertinent  fellow”  &:c,  &c. 
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And  every  impartial  Perfon  wou’d  deem  the  Appellation  juft.  Suppofe  a 
Coal-heaver—  ftart  not  gentle  Reader  ! —  Suppofe  a  Coal-heaver  before  the 
Lord  Mayor  and  Court  of  Aldermen  to  be  examin’d  were  to  addrefs 
them  in  the  fame  or  fimilar  Language* — cc  Gentlemen ,  I  have  obey'd  your 
ic  Summons  no twithflanding  the  ungenteel  Manner  in  which  it  was  exprefs'd, 
Surely  I  need  not  inform  you  that  being  ’  a  free-born  Englifhman  cc  1  am  in 
Qc  pojjejjion  of  the  hifjcfi  Honour  that  ”  Birth  cc  can  confer  :  there  can  be  no 
16  reef  on  then  for  obliging  me  to  fuhmit  to  any  Examination ,  it  being  a  known 
“  Maxim ?  that  all  Examinations  are  made  with  an  Intention  of  advancing 
“  the  Perfon  Examined  ”  &c.  &c.  f  Shall  I  carry  this  Reprefentation 
farther  ?  I  cannot —  nor  will  I  Inquire  about  his  exotic  Maxim  :  as  an  ad¬ 
vancement  (an  Gibet)  is  fometimes  the  Confequence,  tho’  not  the  Intention 
of  all  Examinations,  even  by  Engli/h  Magiftrates.  The  Reader  has 
doubtlefs  been  already  hurt  as  much  as  my  felf and  yet  when  the  Hauteur 
and  Infolence  of  the  Animadverter’s  Suppofitions  here  and  page  9  are  con- 
fider’d ; — when  he  forgets  that  the  prefident  and  Cenfors  are  Magiftrates 
entrufted  with  the  Execution  of  Englifh  Laws, — I  hope  to  be  pardonable. 
Perhaps  I  even  ought  not  to  be  “  for  ry  for  the  Opportunity  of  vindicate 
“  ing  the  honour  of  fo  refpedlable  a  Body  of  Men  againft  the  Outrages  of  im- 
proper”  j  and  ungentlemanly  pride,  and  may  defire  my  Readers 
cc  not  to  let  this  be  condemn'd  as  too  ludicrous  a  Reprefentation .  The  Colouring 
tho'  fomewhat Jlrong,  is  yet  real,  and  a  pertinent  Illujlration  of  the  Argn- 
ments  advanc'd  to  prove  ”  that  the  Complaint  of  our  Licentiate  “  againjl 
the  London  College 3  is  built  on  no  other  Bafts ,  ”  §  than  his  own  ridiculous 
Vanity. 

Page  33.  cc  Examinations  are  incffeSlual  becaufe  the  Queflions  are  generally 
fuch  as  any  young  Student  may  eafiiy  anfwer  & c.” 

tvgma,  ! — Very  ill  indeed  was  our  Author  us’d  by  this  cc  high  Court  of 
Inquiftion  when  equal  in  Rank  to  the  higheft  of  his  Inquifitors  !  ” 

Had* 

-v  ; 

*  Animad.  p.  30.  f  Ibid.  p.  31.  $  Ibid.  §  Ibid*-  p.  g}  10. 
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Had  they  not  defignedly,  and  malicioufly,  afked  Queftionsfo  eafily  an- 
fwer’d,  he  had  appear’d  a  Prodigy  of  a'Doitor,  and  they  muft  long 
ago  have  been  forc’d  to  intreat  his  doing  them  the  Honour  to  accept 
the  Prefident’s  Chair.  Hinc  illce  Lachrymce !—  hence  the  Recolledtion, 
of  that  ignominious  Examination  may  well  excite  Bluff  es,  and  even  Ra¬ 
ving  !  Learn  hence,  ye  prefent  and  future  Cenfors,  not  to  fuppofe  a  Fore¬ 
ign  Graduate  can  be  in  Awe,  or  Confufion  at  the  Solemnity  of  your 
Prefence, —  and  do  not  hereafter,  for  fear  of  extinguishing  the  Luftre  of 
floining  Abilities ,  examine  with  a  Candour  fo  mortifying  to  foreign  Educa- 
ion !  Beware  left  fome  Thefes  and  Diplomas  fhou’d  travel  to  the  Cape 
to  your  eternal  Mortification  and  Reproach  ! 

Page  34.  <c  Let  him  continue  a  Licentiate  4  Tears —  his  fees  fix'd  at  half 
“  price,  and  engag'd  not  to  ref  life  attending  on  fuch  moderate  Terms —  this 
“would  give  Opportunity  of  Practice  to  young  Phyficians :  The  4  years 
cc  expir'd ,  let  him  be  a  fellow"  This  plan  of  our  Author  feems  a  tacif 
Confeflion  that  Diplomas  and  Thefes  publicly  defended  are  not  undoubted 
Tefti monies  of  fufficient  medical  Knowledge  ;  elfe  why  this  4  years  Ex¬ 
perience  upon  the  lower  Clafs  of  People  ?  It  becomes  not  a  Cantab  to 
didlate  to  the  College  :  but  I  may  with  our  Authors  Leave,  propofe  my 
Opinion  viz.  that  it  may  be  as  proper  to  fummon  every  Dodlor  even 
at  his  fir  ft  fet  ting  out,  to  Examination.  If  he  appears  not  to  have  fufficient 
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Knowledge,  oblige  him  to  Ipend  4  years  in  Attendance  and  Obfervation 
at  one  of  the  London  Holpitals —  or  more  if  his  Refidence  has  not  been 
fufficient ,  and  at  a  reputable  Univerfity.  Then  let  him  be  examin’d  again, 
(not  by  propofing  ^uefiions  eafily  anfwer’d )  and  if  he  appears  to  have 
apply’d  diligently,  licenced  :  paying  the  fees,  (elpecially  if  more  enlight¬ 
en’d  than  his  earthly  Brethren,)  when  the  Sum  is  lefs  confiderable  to  him. 
This  woul’d  prevent  People  rambling  abroad  to  be  Doctors  before  they 
are  of  Age,  and  to  have  the  privilege  of  makings  a  fortune,  before  they 

defer ve 
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deferve  it:  This  would  make  the  Englifh  Univerfities  flouriili,  more  than 
a  Reformation  of  Statutes,  fo  much  prated  of,  and  fo  little  neceflary. 

Page  35.  The  health  of  the  People  is  fo  far  from  being  beneath  the  confi¬ 
de  ration  of  Legijlature  "  &c. 

True  :  and  therefore  the  Legislature  has  delegated  certain  Powers  to  the 
Officers  of  the  College,  for  the  Prefervation  of  the  Public  Health.  If 
thefe  Powers  are  fufficient,  I  fhall  be  forry  for  having  attempted  to  take  off 
the  Weight  of  the  Animadverters  Severity:  if  they  are  ?iot,  it  is  to  be 
hop  d  the  Legijlature  will  ftrengthen  or  enlarge  them. 

I>aSe  35>  3 6  “  /  am  not  affiliated  by  Refentment  againfi  any  particular  Fel¬ 
low  '  nor  is  t  ie  Remarker  againft  any  particular  Liccnciate  :  cc  Irejpeffi  ma~ 

ny  of  them  f  r  their  Learning  and  medical  Abilities  ”  how  condefcending!  I 
will  not  be  outdone-  I  refpedl  fome  Licenciates  who  have  even  been  Apo¬ 
thecaries  :  £C  but  l  condemn  their  Inflitution  as  illiberal  and  opprejjive  A  Very 
judly  no  doubt  —  the  eafy  Queftions  of  thefe  Inquifitors  have  made  the 
Author's  Fortune,  but  not  the  Author  president  of  the  inquisition: 
cc  and  l  blame  their  negleffi  of  the  moft  falutary  of  their  Laws  A  Do  fowith 
all  my  Heart :  I  am  ready  to  join  the  Outcry  :  but  not  to  break  their  Win¬ 
dows —  efpecially  for  not  neglecting.  They,  you  fay,  have  been  cc  of  late , 
cc  particularly  attentive  to  young  Phyjicions  A  *  Better  late  than  never  :  Who 
knows  but  their  Zeal  may  gather  Strength  as  it  proceeds,  and  extend 
to  ev'ry  Impediment  of  the  public  Health !  I  am  rather  inclin'd  to  con¬ 
gratulate  them  on  having  began  to  fhake  off  their  lethargic  Indolence  :  but 
if  indiferiminate  Abufe  by  lhewing  them  that  their  habitual  meeknefs,  will 
not  fecure  their  quiet,  be  a  more  effectual  means  of  rouzing  them  to 
hazard  a  little  of  that  Quiet,  by  a  more  vigorous  Exertion  of  what  Power 
they  have ;  I  care  not  how  much  our  Authors  Abilities  fhine  in  abufing 
them. 

Page  35.  cc Patriotifrn  is  a  word  fo  often  proflituted  &c.  never thelefs  if  it 
e  2  appears  from  my  Age  and  Situation,  that  I  cannot  have  any  other  End 

in  View  ”  &c.  If 

*  Anim.  p. 
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If  this  writer*  whom  I  do  not  know,  chofe  his  Age,  his  Situation,  and 
his  Motives  fhould  not  be  miftaken,  why  not  prefix  his  Name  to  his  In¬ 
formation  ?  The  good  of  his  Country  is,  to  be  fure,  very  much  affe6ted  by 
the  moil  infulting  Examination,  and  in  his  Exclufion  from  the  prefident’s 
Office.  Perhaps  he  may  think  his  Motive  patriotic — but  perhaps  he  may 
miftake  his  Motive,  for  more  Reafons  than  his  Age.  If  to  rail  at  the 
Univerfities  of  his  own  Country,  which  he  has  mifreprefented,  as  con¬ 
fining  their  Students  in  phyjic  to  a  certain  Mode,  and  difcouraging  the  fearch 
of  Knowledge  in  other  places— -the  very  contrary  of  which  is  the  truth;— 
if  to  proclaim  the  foreign  Graduates  fuperior  to  any  of  his  own  Coun¬ 
try,  tho’  the  latter  have  generally  ftudied  abroad  as  long  as  himfelf,  join'd 
to  their  Education  here ;  —  if  to  reprefent  the  College  Officers  as  infult¬ 
ing  himfelf  and  Brethren  by  an  Examination,  to  which  they  call  the  Gra¬ 
duates  of  their  own  Country,  —  and  which  Examination  is  a  Security  a 
gainft  Infufficiency,  fuper-added  to  the  great  Number  of  preparatory  Years;— 
if  to  ftigmatize  them  as  illiberal,  oppreffive  and  inquifitorial,  for  an  Ex- 

A  .1  Va,;  V  . 

amination  which  is  authoriz’d  by  repeated  A6ts  of  Parliament,  — •  when 
their  principal  fault  is  being  too  candid,  and  too  cautious  of  maintaining 
their  juft  Rights;-*— if  this  be  Patriotifm ;  —  then  is  our  Author’s  Infor¬ 
mation  liberal  and  pertinent ;  —  then  is  our  Author  a  Patriot,  and  the 
Writer  of  thefe  Remarks  moft  egregioufly  deceiv’d. 
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